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This being the case, there is usually a strong
presumption against the introduction of new
commodity taxes, as they tend on the whole
to prevent the social unification of a, State
by their embittering class hatreds. This con-
sideration may, however, be overridden by
other considerations of greater temporary or
permanent importance. And in any case it
must not be forgotten that every tax lays a
special burden on one class or group from
which other sections escape; every tax is
harmful in itself, however great the ultimate
benefits derived from its imposition. These
evils are unavoidable. But they are especially
noticeable in the case of import duties. As,
however, the advantages accruing to special
interests from the imposition of special customs
duties are generally more conspicuous than
more widely diffused injuries inflicted on the
nation at large, this form of taxation is much
used by despotic class governments and by
weak governments that wish to attract to
themselves the political support of powerful
economic groups, and desire at the same time
to conceal as far as possible the burdens which
the mass of their subjects are called on to